
   

   

    

 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHAPTER NEWS, EVENTS AND ARTICLES  of t 

Fellow Ike's, 

  

At the March 2013 Board of Directors meeting, the Board established a membership cap, for the 

first time in our history. It is anticipated that we could reach the cap later this year. 

  

 We want to assure our current members that we have taken these steps to protect everyoneôs 

enjoyment of our grounds and facilities.  

  

 The popularity of our club has grown considerably over the last few years. We have experienced 

growth at a relatively slow steady pace, until recently.  

  

 Due in part to our location, facilities, and the number of people getting into shooting sports, our 

membership has increased dramatically over the last year. Adding to the increase, our drop out 

rate has fallen. We have also seen a growth from new members joining for conservation 

activities and the social aspects of our chapter. 

  

 With growth, there can be growing pains. It is the responsibility of the Board of Directors to 

monitor the overall health of the Chapter and safeguard our facilities for the use of all members.  

  

 Once the cap is reached, we will establish a waiting list for potential new members. Procedures 

for managing the waiting list are being developed. Down the road we will examine the effects of 

the cap and make any needed modifications.  

  

This was a difficult decision. However, we felt it was necessary.   

(Chuck Crooks) 
 

 

With the recent increase for membership over the last few months it is very important that new 

members as well as our older members pay attention to our calendar. We always mention this to 

prospective members and newly voted members so that they will be aware of just what facilities 

are in use on any given day on our grounds. It will also be a guide to programs, events, and 

qualified work days that will help probationary members complete their required work hours. 

More importantly the calendar provides all the information in a day by day presentation which 

helps members plan their time joining a group of members with mutual interests. This along with 

email announcements makes taking part easier. Meeting with others with like interests is a plus 

for all of us. There are no entitlements; all we achieve here from maintenance to community 

services come from member participation. As in life, the rewards are commensurate with the 

energy you provide. I know all new members receive a great deal information in an email to help 
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initiate your membership. Take the time to refresh via our web site and calendar. Most board 

members and committee chairs are easily accessible; contact information is available on our web 

site. Please take advantage of the information provided; members will be more than willing to 

direct you to whatever source or committee of interest. Spring is just about here and there will be 

plenty to do. Get involved, you are our future.( Greg Talamini) 

 

Conservation (Meo Curtis) 

Our rain barrel workshop was attended by thirty people all who left with a shiny new rain 

barrel. 

 I want to thank Susan Bortniak, Jim Hitchcock, Don and Mary Hunt (and I think Iôm leaving 

someone out, but not sure who), Paolo Amedeo for his hole taps, and Meo Curtis for her power 

point presentation. 

 The preparation was perfect and we finished in record time. The only glitch was that someone 

walked off with the sample diverter that was being passed around for everyone to look at .If 

someone finds it in their possession, please return it to the chapter  house. (Jim Piateski) 

 

Pigtail Branch Native Tree Planting and MaintenanceðSunday March 17th 

 

It was a cold, raw day but 19 members came out to the WSSC Pigtail area on Sunday March 17th 

to plant native trees and plants and pull vines from the previous plantings.  It looks like we had 

good survival from last year's plantings of wild cherry and hazelnuts.  The crews protected the 

new plantings from deer browse and deer rub with wire fencing and rebar stakes.  This is a 

continuing project begun about 10 years ago to increase the forested buffer around the WSSC 

Patuxent Reservoirs.   

 

Much thanks to Jim Piateski for obtaining and transporting the wire mesh and rebar and to Kim 

Knox from WSSC for providing the trees and shrubs.   

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Watershed Clean UpðSaturday April 6th. 

 

It was a great weather day and a great turn out for our 33rd plus year Upper Patuxent Watershed 

Clean up.  There were 58 people for the event, so we were able to cover from Windsor Forest 

Road down to the Georgia Avenue parking lot.  We had a bit of an organizational challenge 

getting the teams assigned and distributed to cover all of the sites, but our Chapter members 

know how to work together to make sure the job gets done!  Alan Zlotkowski and Travis Watts 

from DNR arrived with a pick up and helped us with transporting bags and other trash back to 

the pick up site. 

 

Over the years, we have seen a decrease in significant dump sites in our part of the Patuxent 

Watershed .  However, significant littering with fast food packaging and recyclables (cans and 

bottle) continues.  We ended up with quite a mountain of trash that the Montgomery County  

DOT will carry to the Transfer station.  This included 27 tires, 2 sofas, 4 TVs (guess they weren't 

HD) , 1 broken toilet, and once again a propane gas tank, along with about 60 contractor-size 

bags of litter and some miscellaneous items that didn't fit easily in the bags.  When you consider 

that an average bag weighs about 25 pounds,  we picked up about 1,500 pounds of trash just in 

the bags! 

 



 

 

Many thanks to the 'veterans' who helped with logistics:  Jeff Deschamps, Rich Fried, Bill Ladd, 

and Jim Piateski-and guaranteed that no bags and no members got left at the sites!  And of 

course, special thanks to Jose Scoseria, our chef, who guaranteed a hot lunch for all the workers.   

 
 


